
WHITEWATER VALLEY WINE SOCIETY 

Annual General Meeting    

8th February 2017 

The meeting commenced at 8.00pm. 

Apologies for Absence:  J Buisson, P Comley, A Kent. 

Minutes 2016 AGM:  This was accepted as a true record.  

Proposed By: A Dudley Seconded By:  T Holdsworth and then approved by members. 

Chairperson’s Report: 

Margaret Steer commented that this is the Society’s 30
th
 year in existence indicating that it has been 

most successful. It continues to have varied and enjoyable tastings from a variety of sources. She 

thanked members for their continuing support and for welcoming new members, helping the Society 

to continue to flourish. Social events are also well enjoyed e.g. Donnington in Spring, the Vineyard 

visit in the Summer and the Fine Wine Evening in the Autumn. Events for 2017 are well in hand and 

the Committee is always open to new suggestions.  

She went on to thank her Committee Team: 

 Keith Cooper, Secretary – for the time he spends planning and booking an excellent variety 

of speakers/ presenters. Also for the monthly Newsletter which ensures members are well 

informed of all events. He has also recently updated the Website where all relevant 

information can be accessed easily. And, of course, like this evening for the occasional 

tasting presentation. 

 Ian Johnson, Treasurer – for his proficient and efficient ordering of our financial accounts. 

Ian has been most helpful in ensuring all regulations are complied with. 

 Valerie Richardson – for ensuring there are nibbles for each tasting. Thanks as well for her 

planning and coordination of Members’ Recommendations tasting in December. 

 Barbara Jones – for her regular Hook Focus report which has helped secure some new 

members. She also is Minutes Secretary at Committee Meetings. 

 Jim King - for his selection of interesting Welcome Wines at the monthly tastings and his 

sourcing raffle prizes for all events. 

Margaret then expressed her thanks to others for their support – Brian Mullins for his organisation of 

pourers, Barbara Mullins for her successful efforts with selling raffle tickets; Gerrie Bailey and Liz 

Cooper for the background help they give each month. 

She ended with her usual plea for volunteers to provide refreshments and to sign the sheet indicating 

their willingness to commit to a particular month. 

Secretary’s Report: 

Keith started his report with expressing thanks to Margaret on behalf of members for her contribution 

to the Society; for keeping Committee Members in order at meetings and for her primary responsibility 

in organising our Social Events so successfully. She works hard at these behind the scenes. 

For tastings this year he stated that we have had six ‘first time’ speakers and four returnees, keeping 

a reasonable balance. He feels that our updated website is modern and ‘state of the art’. He 

requested that members introduce it to their friends. The tasting programme is organised on a six-

months ahead basis and to come he has secured the following tastings – wines from the Loire, New 

Zealand, England and Portugal. 



Treasurer’s Report:   

Ian began by commenting that he had now achieved what he set out to do three years ago – 

continuous improvement so that the accounts were kept accurately and efficiently. He made reference 

to the Annual Financial Account Summary emphasising that there is a healthy bank balance. This is 

partly accounted for by the fact that there were no speaker fees this financial year. Some of the 

balance will be used to support the 30
th
 Anniversary Event. As a result of the financial situation there 

is no need to increase either the subscription charges or the entry charges for tastings. When 

questioned regarding the size of the carried forward balance he responded by saying that it was 

justified to cover the payment of deposits for events and for wine orders prior to members’ payments 

being received. 

Acceptance of the Audited Accounts was: 

Proposed by:  L Cooper  Seconded by:  A Shepherd 

The accounts were then approved by members. 

 

Election of Officers and Committee 

The following individuals have been nominated:    

 Margaret Steer is offering to stand for re-election as Chairperson. 

 Keith Cooper is offering to stand for re-election as Secretary. 

 Ian Johnson is offering to stand for re-election as Treasurer. 

 Valerie Richardson, Barbara Jones, Jim King and are offering to stand for re-election as 
Committee Members. 

 

All present agreed to vote collectively for the new committee.  

Acceptance was: Proposed by: B Mullins Seconded by: A Randle 

 Members then voted in favour of the proposals. 

Any Other Business: 

The AGM was closed at 8.16pm, there being no other business.   

 

 


