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Next Tasting:  Wednesday 13th September 2017 

Venue: The Raven Hotel, Hook, RG27 9HS 

Welcome drink from 7.45pm 

Tasting starts at 8pm.    Finish approx 10pm. 

Cost £15 members, £18 non-members  

Please book in advance for the September tasting, by 
calling Secretary Keith Cooper on 07976 272822 or e-

mailing him at kcooper.medlar@btinternet.com 

Bookings are strictly for fully paid up members only 
until Thursday 7th September, on a first come, first 
served basis.  Bookings will be accepted from both 
members and guests from Friday 8th September, 

assuming places remain available. 
 

Whitewater Valley Wine Society:  Wine tasting in North Hampshire for 30 years 

Secretary: 07976 272822 

 
 

I first met Tom Ellis in January of this 
year at a New Zealand tasting in 
London.   It was immediately 
apparent that Tom is a young, lively 
and enthusiastic guy. I was 
impressed to learn that he’d set up 
his wine company whilst at university.  
And now, ten years later, he and his 
company are both doing very well.   

Tonight is an evening for new world 
red wine lovers as we focus primarily 
on the cabernet and shiraz varietals.  
I’ve seen the list of wines and there 
are some great wines, including the 
multi award winning Berton winery. 
Countries featured include Australia, 
New Zealand, Chile and South Africa. 

And Tom’s also promised to include 
the Archangel pinot noir from New 
Zealand, which for me was best of 
show at the London tasting.  So you’ll 
be able to try it for yourself! 

This promises to be a fantastic tasting 
to kick off our autumn season.   I 
look forward to receiving your 
bookings. 

 

Tom Ellis 
Managing Director, First Class Products 

 

New World Cabernet & Shiraz 
(with a brilliant pinot noir as well!) 

First Class Products 

First Class Products was founded in 
2007 by Tom Ellis whilst studying 
at Exeter University. The business 
was originally established to source 
and import the finest Champagne 
to the UK. 

From its humble beginnings with 
one small supplier, the business 
has grown beyond its original retail 
focus to become a significant 
national distributor supplying some 
of the finest hotels, restaurants 
and wine merchants from their 
distribution centre in Oxfordshire. 

Today, the portfolio of First Class 
Products offers a diverse selection 
from France, Italy, Spain, New 
Zealand, Australia and South 
Africa. All their suppliers are 
passionate small producers 
committed to creating the highest 
quality wines. 

mailto:kcooper.medlar@btinternet.com


 

Report on our  
July tasting 

Wines of Portugal 

In July, we were 
privileged to be able to 
welcome Sarah Ahmed,  
“The Wine Detective”. 

Sarah is a world renowned, 
award winning freelance 
wine writer, blogger, educator and judge. 
Not surprisingly, she is in huge demand as 
a judge and speaker at home and abroad, 
Sarah presented an excellent tasting to a 
packed house of 50 members and guests. 

You can read a full report of this tasting 
and the wines tasted on the Newsletter 
page of our website:  
  

 www.whitewaterwine.org.uk 

 

Dates for future tastings and events 

Wednesday     

11th October 

Jane Sowter:         

Chateau Musar 

Saturday        

21st October 

Fine Wine Experience: 

Bookings now open 

Wednesday     

8th November 

Quentin Sadler:       

Hidden Corners of Italy 

Wednesday     

13th December 

Christmas Tasting:       

The Boys vs The Girls 

Save the date! 

We return to 

Donnington in 

2018! 

 

Saturday/Sunday 

21st/22nd April 2018 

Yes, by popular demand, 

we will be returning to 

Donnington next spring for 

our annual dinner and 

overnight stay.  More 

details in the autumn.    

Society 

Special Events 

 in 2017 

 

Saturday 21st October 

Fine Wine Experience 

There's a new look to our fine wine 
event this year and we're sure you 
are going to like the changes! We are 
delighted to announce that our Fine 
Wine Experience will be presented by 
Stuart McCloskey and Magda 
Sienkiewicz of Vinorium, which is a 
fine wine specialist based in Kent. 

Booking are now open to members. 
This is a pre-payment event. 
Members have priority booking until 
Friday 15th September. 

Food and fun at our 
(summer) BBQ! 

 
 

 

It was billed as our summer BBQ.  But, 

sadly, the sun did not shine and the 

rain fell!   So we decamped indoors to 

the Falcon’s restaurant. 

All agreed the food was excellent.  And 

our private room was perfect for 

enjoying the food and wine, and 

chatting with members and friends. 


