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Next Tasting:  Wednesday 10th January 2018 

Venue: The Raven Hotel, Hook, RG27 9HS 

Welcome drink from 7.45pm 

Tasting starts at 8pm.    Finish approx 10pm. 

Cost £15 members, £18 non-members  

Please book in advance for the January tasting, by 
calling Secretary Keith Cooper on 07976 272822 or e-

mailing him at kcooper.medlar@btinternet.com 

Bookings are strictly for fully paid up members only 
until Thursday 4th January, on a first come, first 

served basis.  Bookings will be accepted from both 
members and guests from Friday 5th January, 

assuming places remain available. 
 

Whitewater Valley Wine Society:  Wine tasting in North Hampshire for 30 years 

Secretary: 07976 272822 

 

 

There are only a small number of 

Masters of Wine in the world, so it is 

always a privilege to be able to 

welcome one of their ranks to present 

to us at the Whitewater Valley Wine 

Society.  Undoubtedly the highest 

recognition in the wine world, their 

members have all passed a rigorous 

examination and collectively strive to 

promote wine education throughout 

the globe.  

So it is with the greatest of pleasure 

that we welcome Richard Bampfield 

MW, to present to us this month.  

Richard is consultant to Lidl’s wine 

buying team and shares his vast 

experience with them.  He has a huge 

influence on the wines which appear 

on their shelves, including their award 

winning Cellar Collection range.  

Richard will give us a behind-the-

scenes insight into the wine buying 

philosophy at Lidl.  We’ll find out how 

they source their wines, what 

influence they have over the 

winemakers and how they know 

which wines their customers will like. 

Richard Bampfield 

Master of Wine 

As we go through the evening, 
Richard will present 8 premium 
wines (both white and red) which 
he knows are great buys in store 
at the moment.    

I’ve heard Richard present a simi-
lar tasting once before and it was 
one of the best wine evenings I’ve 
attended.  This is an evening you 
will not want to miss! 

Richard Bampfield MW 

Richard Bampfield 
graduated in 
French from 
Cambridge in 
1981 and 
immediately 
decided the wine 
trade was where 
he could put the 
language to best 
use.  

He managed retail wine shops in the 
North West of England for JW Lees 
Brewers for 7 years, then spent a year 
getting his hands dirty in vineyards 
around the world, also working in wine 
cellars in California and Australia.  

Having passed the Master of Wine Exam 
in 1990, he joined the Australian 
producer, Brown Brothers, and managed 
their European operations until 1999. He 
left them to set up his own company, 
specialising in public relations and offering 
wine talks, tours and courses.  

Richard is a past Chairman of the 
Association of Wine Educators and was the 
European Champagne Ambassador 2009. 

mailto:kcooper.medlar@btinternet.com


Report on our  

Christmas tasting 

For our Christmas tasting, we opened the 

floor to eight of our members who each  

introduce a wine of their choice.  This year 

four wines were presented by a team of 

ladies, captained by Liz Cooper.  They 

pitched their wines against a team of 

guys, captained by Terry Holdsworth.  We 

thank all those who presented a wine. 

You can read a full report of this tasting 

and the wines tasted on the Newsletter 

page of our website:   

 www.whitewaterwine.org.uk 

 

2018 Tastings & Events 

Wednesday     

14th February 

Jim King & Keith Cooper:  

Wine Gems 

Wednesday     

14th March 

Richard Bost:            

Alternative Australia 

Wednesday     

11th April 

Robert Boutflower, 

Tanners:  Spain 

Saturday     

21st April 

Society Dinner at 

Donnington Valley Hotel 

Wednesday     

9th May 

Tony Cloke:                    

Spy Valley Wines 

Wednesday     

13th June 

To be advised 

 

 
Full use of 

Donnington 

Valley’s 

facilities on 

both the 

Saturday and 

Sunday 

      Society Dinner 

and overnight stay at the 

Donnington Valley Hotel and Spa 

Saturday/Sunday 21st/22nd April 2018 

An evening of food and wine, at an exceptionally good price. 

Maximum  

50 places! 

Members have priority 
booking until 6th 

January 2018 

 

We know that many of you are looking forward to our return visit in 2018.  This time, 

the wines to accompany our dinner are from New Zealand and will be presented by our 

special guest speaker from Enotria. 

Booking is now open.  Members have priority booking until 6th January.  Please see our website 

or the separate flyer for full details.  

Notice of Annual General Meeting 
Our Annual General Meeting will take place at 8pm on Wednesday 14th February 2018 at our 
usual venue, The Raven Hotel.  The AGM is expected to last about 15-20 minutes and will 
be followed by a tasting of wines presented by our own Society members Jim King and 
Keith Cooper.   

Nomination Papers for Officers and Committee Members will be circulated with the February 
newsletter or you can request a Nomination Paper by contacting the Secretary, Keith 
Cooper.  If think you might be willing to join our committee, please first talk to your 
Chairperson, Margaret Steer, on 07534 247083 or e-mail her at margaretsteer1@gmail.com    

All Officers and Committee members must be proposed and seconded by other members.   


