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Next Tasting:  Wednesday 14th March 2018 

Venue: The Raven Hotel, Hook, RG27 9HS 

Welcome drink from 7.45pm 

Tasting starts at 8pm.    Finish approx 10pm. 

Cost £15 members, £18 non-members  

Please book in advance for the March tasting, by 
calling Secretary Keith Cooper on 07976 272822 or e-

mailing him at kcooper.medlar@btinternet.com 

Bookings are strictly for fully paid up members only 
until Thursday 8th March, on a first come, first served 
basis.  Bookings will be accepted from both members 
and guests from Friday 9th March, assuming places 

remain available. 
 

Whitewater Valley Wine Society:  Wine tasting in North Hampshire for over 30 years 

Secretary: 07976 272822 
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• Subscriptions 
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Donnington 
event now full:   

Waitlist 

To present this month’s tasting, we  

welcome back Richard Bost of  

Amethyst Wine, who has become one  

of our favourite speakers. Richard is  

a leading provider of wine education services in the UK and he is 

qualified to the Wine & Spirit Education Trust Diploma level.  He’s 

absolutely passionate about wine and his knowledge of wine 

stretches back over 40 years.   

So what does Richard have lined up for this month’s tasting?  

Well, if you think that Australia is only about Chardonnay, Shiraz, 

and Cabernet Sauvignon (and perhaps Semillon and Riesling), 

then think again!  From Assyrtiko to Zweigelt, the Australian wine 

scene is bursting with new arrivals and less familiar grape 

varieties, which are grabbing the attention of critics, sommeliers, 

and wine-drinkers around the world.  Varietals which are new to 

Australia include Verdelho, Chenin Blanc, Grűner Veltliner, 

Barbera, and Nebbiolo. 

Richard’s inspiration to create this “Alternative Australia” tasting 

was a recent visit to Australia House, which showcased over 120 

of these wines.  At the tasting he was able to meet several of the 

producers and the UK importers.   

On his previous visits, Richard has brought us splendid tastings of 

really interesting wines.  So we have every expectation that he 

will have found some excellent wines for us to taste this time 

round. 

The tasting is expected to feature four white and four red wines. 

I look forward to receiving your bookings. 

Richard Bost 

Amethyst Wine 

Alternative Australia 

mailto:kcooper.medlar@btinternet.com


Report on our February tasting 

Wine Gems for 2018 

Our Society’s intrepid duo Jim King and 
Keith Cooper presented February’s tasting, 
featuring their selection of wine gems for 
2018.   

The evening proved to be a very lively 
occasion and it seems that those present 
really enjoyed the wines. 

The member’s wine order was a record for 
our Society - the wines you ordered should 
be with us in time for the March tasting. 

You can read a full report of this tasting on 
the Newsletter page of our website:   

 www.whitewaterwine.org.uk 

 

Subscription Renewals 

Members are reminded that your annual 

subscription of £12.50 became due on 

14th February. In accordance with 

Society rules, members should renew 

their subscription no later than the date 

of the March meeting, i.e. 14th March 

2018. The main benefits of retaining 

membership are priority booking and a 

saving of £3 at most meetings.   

Members also often save money at our 

special events. 

We thank all those who have renewed 

promptly.  If you have not yet renewed, 

please could you do so this month. 

Payment by electronic banking is 

preferred.  Please send your payment to 

the Whitewater Valley Wine Society at 

Lloyds Bank, Sort Code 30-91-31, 

Account Number 01158564. Please 

include your surname and first initial as 

part of the reference. 

You may also pay by cash/cheque at the 

March tasting. 

Alternatively, send a cheque to The 

Treasurer, Whitewater Valley Wine 

Society, 1 Lingmala Grove, Church 

Crookham, Fleet, GU52 6JW. Cheques to 

Whitewater Valley Wine Society.   

 

AGM Highlights 

Our Society AGM was held at the start of the 
February tasting.  Here are the key points: 

• 2017 was another successful year for 
the Society, with a well-planned 
mixture of wines and speakers to learn 
from and enjoy.  

• The Society’s finances remain healthy, 
showing a small surplus of £32 against 
a turnover of over £23,000. 

• Annual subscriptions will remain 
unchanged at £12.50 per annum. 

• Regular tasting fees will remain 
unchanged at £15 members, £18 
guests. 

• Margaret Steer was re-elected as 
Chairperson.  Keith Cooper was re-
elected as Secretary.  Ian Johnson was 
re-elected as Treasurer.  Barbara Jones 
and Jim King were re-elected as 
Committee Members.  And we’re 
delighted to report that Nesta Downey 
has now joined the Committee. 

• Valerie Richardson stood down from 
the Committee.  We thanked her for 
her 20 or so years service on the 
Committee and presented her with a 
basket of flowers. 

Once approved by the Committee, the full 
AGM minutes will appear on the Members 
page of our website:   

 www.whitewaterwine.org.uk 

Your Society website 

The Whitewater Valley Wine Society website 
is updated regularly and has lots of useful 
information for members and friends: 

 Diary of future tastings and events. 

 Reports on past tastings, each report 
including a list of the wines tasted. 

 Information for your friends, telling 
them all about our Society and how to 
join. 
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