
Whitewater Valley Wine Society  
April 2018 

www.whitewaterwine.org.uk 

Next Tasting:  Wednesday 11th April 2018 

Venue: The Raven Hotel, Hook, RG27 9HS 

Welcome drink from 7.45pm 

Tasting starts 8.00pm 

Cost £15 members, £18 non-members  

Whitewater Valley Wine Society:  Wine tasting in North Hampshire for over 30 years 

Secretary: 07976 272822 

Please book in advance for the Apri tasting, by calling 
Secretary Keith Cooper on 07976 272822 or e-mailing 

him at kcooper.medlar@btinternet.com 

Bookings are open to fully paid up members only until 
Thursday 5th April, on a first come, first served basis.  

Bookings will be accepted from both members and 
guests from Friday 6th April, assuming places remain 

available. 
 

 
Robert Boutflower of 
Tanners Wine Merchants 
 
The wines of Spain 
 

About Robert Boutflower…. 
Robert is Private 
House Sales 
Director at 
Tanners.   

Prior to wine, 
Robert’s life was 
sheep, sheep 
and a few more 
sheep having 
been a shepherd 
since the age of 
12!  An 
honourable third 

from Royal Holloway for his zoology 
degree put paid to a life time 
ambition of being the next David 
Attenborough. 

Robert has been in the wine trade 
for over 25 years.  For ten years, 
he ran a specialist Spanish wine 
importing business in Cornwall, 
(convenient, he says, for nowhere 
but the beach!).  Having a 
distinction in his WSET Diploma, he 
joined Tanners as a Director back in 
2005. 

I t’s been four years since we last 

welcomed Robert Boutflower to present to 

us. We had a great time on that occasion, so 

we have no hesitation in welcoming Robert 

back, this time to present the wines of 

Spain. 

Robert is a Director at Tanners Wine 

Merchants, a long established retailer, well 

known to many of our members. The 

business can trace its roots in Shrewsbury 

back to the mid 19th century. 

Considering that the fame of Spain revolves 

around Tempranillo, it is remarkable that the 

breadth of styles of wine is so varied.   

Tonight we’ll find out what Spain’s different 

grape varietals can offer as Robert guides us 

through his pick of what’s good at Tanners. 

The first half of our evening will include four 

whites from regions as diverse as Galacia, 

Rioja and Southern Spain.   So expect 

Macabeo, Viura, Verdejo and Albarino.  

Highlights for me will include a cult status 

wine from Lagar de Cervera, along with a 

superb wine from famed Margues de 

Murrieta, made with grapes from their 50 

year old vines.  

The second half of our evening will bring us  

four red wines from Rioja, Ribera del 

Duero and Central Spain.   I’m sure the 

highlight for me will be La Rioja Alta, a 

legendary winery with a history which 

goes back to the 19th century. 

Sounds like a great evening! I look 

forward to receiving your bookings. 

mailto:kcooper.medlar@btinternet.com


Report on our March tasting 

Alternative Australia 

Wine Educator Richard Bost never fails to 

entertain and showed us eight Australian 

wines, all made with grape varietals which 

are more traditionally associated with Italy. 

You can read a full report of this tasting on 

the Newsletter page of our website:   

 www.whitewaterwine.org.uk 

Subscription Renewals 

- Thank You! 

We’d like to thank all of our members 

who have renewed their membership so 

promptly.   

Over 90% of our members have now 

renewed and we very much appreciate 

your loyal support for our Society. 

Most of the handful who did not renew 

were those who have moved away from 

the area or are suffering long term 

health issues.   We wish those 

individuals well and thank you for your 

past support for our Society. 

And we thank our Treasurer Ian for 

processing all the renewals. 

Your Society website 

The Whitewater Valley Wine Society website 
is updated regularly and has lots of useful 
information for members and friends: 

 Diary of future tastings and events. 

 Reports on past tastings, each report 
including a list of the wines tasted. 

 Information for your friends, telling 
them all about our Society and how to 
join. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         www.whitewaterwine.org.uk 

  

 

 

We’ve got a full house of 50 members 

and guests for our Society dinner and 

overnight stay at Donnington, so it 

promises to be a great evening.   

All members who have booked and paid 

will receive an e-mail about one week 

before the event, which will give you a 

reminder of the key details you need to 

know, including directions.   

In the meantime, if you have any 

queries, please contact Secretary Keith 

Cooper.   We ask that you please do NOT 

contact the hotel directly. 

If you’re going to 

Donnington for our 

Society dinner………. 

Saturday/Sunday 21st/22nd April 

2018 Tastings & Events 

Wednesday     

11th April 

Robert Boutflower, 

Tanners:  Spain 

Saturday     

21st April 

Society Dinner at 

Donnington Valley Hotel 

Wednesday     

9th May 

Tony Cloke:  New Zealand’s 

Spy Valley Wines 

Wednesday     

13th June 

Victor Maquire, Wine 

Educator:  Bordeaux 

Wednesday      

11th July 

Details to be advised 

August No tasting 


