
 

Whitewater Valley Wine Society 
 

Secretary:  Keith Cooper, 07976 272822 

                                                                                                         

Agenda for 
 

Annual General Meeting 
 

To be held on Wednesday 12th February 2020 at 8pm 
at  

The Raven Hotel, Hook, Hampshire, RG27 9HS 
 

1. Apologies for absence 

 
2. Minutes of the 2019 AGM (shown on pages 2 and 3) 

 

3. Secretary’s report 

 

4. Treasurer’s report (see pages 4 and 5) 
 

5. Election of Officers & Committee  

 

• Election of Chairperson 
• Election of Secretary 

• Election of Treasurer 

• Election of Committee Members 

 
(Note:  Nominations may be received until 12 noon on Monday 10th February 

2020.   See page 6.) 

 

6. Any other AGM business 



 

WHITEWATER VALLEY WINE SOCIETY 

Annual General Meeting    

13th February 2019 

 

The meeting commenced at 8.00 pm. 

Apologies for Absence:  Ken Pickworth, Peter Comley, Peter Morrison, Jan 

Sellwood 

Minutes 2018 AGM:  These were accepted as a true record.  

Proposed By: T Holdsworth Seconded By:  B Mullins and then 

approved by members. 

Chairperson’s Report: 

Margaret Steer commented that this year had been another good and interesting 

one for the Society – we have continued to have experienced a good mixture of 

tastings and some excellent and memorable ones. She thanked Members for their 

continuing support and for the friendly welcome to new Members. As a result we 

continue to flourish after 32 years. Our main social event this year was the Annual 
Dinner Event at Donnington which will be repeated this year and has been sold out 

for some time. Possible Summer Events are being considered.  She went on to 

thank her Committee Team for their responsible and professional commitment. 

• Keith Cooper, Secretary – for the time he spends planning and booking an 

excellent variety of speakers/ presenters from a good spread of countries 

and thus ensuring an interesting variety of wines.  Also for the monthly 

Newsletter which ensures members are well informed of all events. He is 

also responsible for keeping our Website up-to-date where all relevant 

information can be accessed easily. And, of course, like this evening for the 

occasional tasting presentation. 

• Ian Johnson, Treasurer – for his proficient and efficient ordering of our 

financial accounts which he continues to maintain professionally. Most 

members now pay electronically, encouraged in the area by Ian and this 

makes his job easier 

• Nesta Downey – who is responsible for planning and coordinating food 

providers for each event. She also ran the Christmas Tasting when members 

present their choice of wine. . December’s interactive tasting was most 

successful. She thanked members for their continuing support in this area. 

• Barbara Jones – for her regular Hook Focus Report which has helped 

secure some new members. She also is Minutes Secretary at Committee 

Meetings - both roles which she carries out efficiently and patiently. 

• Jim King - for his selection of interesting Welcome Wines at the monthly 

tastings and his sourcing raffle prizes for all events. He is also a regular 

pourer. Thanks too, for keeping us in order! 

Margaret then expressed her thanks to others for their support – Brian Mullins for 

his organisation of pourers, Barbara Mullins for her successful efforts with selling 



 

raffle tickets; and Liz Cooper for the background help she is also willing to give. 

Thanks also to Paul Wright for being willing to pour on a regular basis. 

She ended with her usual plea for volunteers to provide refreshments and to sign 

the sheet indicating their willingness to commit to a particular month. 

Secretary’s Report: 

Keith started his report with expressing thanks to Margaret on behalf of Members 

for her contribution to the Society; especially, for her primary responsibility in 

organising our Social Events so successfully.  

He drew attention to our Website and emphasised that it contains all the 

information that Members might need. 

For tastings this year he stated that we have had a good mix of new presenters 
and returnees including two Masters of Wine, thus keeping a reasonable balance.  

There has also been a good range of tastings from a variety of regions and 

countries. He drew particular attention to two forthcoming meetings – June 12th - 

Wines of South Africa with Jo Locke MW, Wine Society and July 10th - Wines of 

Seresin Estate, Marlborough, NZ with owner Leah Seresin for members to note in 

their diaries. 

Treasurer’s Report:   

Ian announced that the Society this year made a larger profit than last year at 

£970. He referred to his Report which had been circulated with AGM Papers which 
detailed some of the differences from the previous year. Increased charges from 

The Raven Hotel will have a bearing on expenses this year. He ended by proposing 

that Subscriptions remain at £12.50 and tasting Fee for Members at £15.00. 

Acceptance of the Audited Accounts was: 

Proposed by:  D Palmer Seconded by:  L Cooper 

The accounts were then approved by members. 

Election of Officers and Committee 

The following individuals have been nominated:    

• Margaret Steer is offering to stand for re-election as Chairperson. 

• Keith Cooper is offering to stand for re-election as Secretary. 

• Ian Johnson is offering to stand for re-election as Treasurer. 

• Barbara Jones, Nesta Downey and Jim King are offering to stand for re-election 

as Committee Members. 

All present agreed to vote collectively for the new committee.  

Acceptance was: Proposed by: V Richardson Seconded by: J Buisson 

Members then voted in favour of the proposals. 

Any Other Business: 

The AGM was closed at 8.17 pm, there being no other business.   



 

     AGM February 2020 

Treasurers report for 2019. 

As you probably have noticed we had a shortfall over income of just under 
£100.00. This is the first shortfall recorded for some considerable time.  There are 

no immediate financial concerns for the Society but maybe we should take this to 

be a bit of a wake- up call. 

There are several issues giving rise to this result.   

Membership is down to 61 (65) as some members have moved or no longer with 

us. We have already been advised that several members plan on moving during 

2020. The attendance at each meeting has remained similar to last year at 42 

(43) with a high spot in June of 50, a positive sign that the committee continue 
doing the right thing. This attendance level has remained pretty consistent since 

2012 

If we break down the numbers a little the tastings ran at a loss of £27.00 which 

highlights the importance of collecting late cancellations fees £70 (75). The raffle 

of £1174 (1012) makes a vital contribution and the judicial decisions of it being a 

three or four bottle meeting also play an important role. 

The administrative side took a couple of big hits. We ran an advertising campaign 

in local magazines,  with leaflets printed in an attempt to bring new members. We 

had an all day presence at the Hook Village Show, a leaflet drop in Hook as well as 
leaving leaflets in supermarkets and wine merchants such as Caviste and Berry 

Brothers, amongst others. You may also recall we ran an incentive for a couple of 

months, get a friend to join and attend three meetings and have a bottle of wine 

on the house. We have also approached our visitors and with a deal which has 
resulted in the signing up 5 new members for 2020. The Society should be well 

pleased with members who provided the original introductions. If you are looking 

at the increase in committee expenses  this is mainly accounted for by the 

incentives mentioned above and presentation to our resigning Chairman. The 

negative on our administration was £457 (+280) 

The deficit was pretty much covered by the surplus on social events. 

The other issue of relevance are the wine orders, they were up on last year £8415 

(7857) and would have been even higher if there was sufficient stock available for 

one of the showings.  Although no pressure is ever made we have said before that 
healthy wine orders from the society do get round in the wine presenters circles 

leading to the quality and choice of speakers we enjoy.  

Those used to my explanations will have noticed the total assets are way down on 

last year, we were holding almost £3500 in deposits for Donnington which were 

paid away early in 2019.  

We obviously need to be mindful but my recommendation to the committee is that 

we leave the cost to members the same as they have been since 2012. This has 

the full support of the committee. 

The proposal is that subscriptions remain at £12.50 and tasting fees remain at 

£15.00 until the next AGM in 2021. 

Ian Johnson    Treasurer   January 2020 

 



 

 

 



 

 

   

Whitewater Valley Wine Society 
 

Secretary:  Keith Cooper, 07976 272822 

 

Election of Officers and Committee 
 

To take place during AGM 
to be held on Wednesday 12th February 2020 at 8pm at  

The Raven Hotel, Hook, Hampshire 
 

Nominations are invited from Full Members to stand for an 
Officer or Committee position.  If you wish to stand, please 
complete the form below, ensure that it is signed by your 
Proposer and Seconder (who must both be Full Members), 
and return it to the Secretary at the above address.   Forms 
should be received by the Secretary no later than 12 noon on 
Monday 10th February 2020.    
 
Nomination for Role of:    Chairman / Secretary / Treasurer / 
     Committee Member       * 
   

     (* please delete as applicable) 
 
Name of Nominee:  ___________________________ 
 
 
Signature of Nominee: ___________________________ 

 
 
Nominated By (Signature):___________________________ 
 
 
Seconded By (Signature): ___________________________ 
 


